(The Lady from the Sea, p. 2) 


they themselves lived the life of the sea. There is the rush 

of waves, and ebb and flow too, both in their thoughts and in 
their feelings, and so they can never bear transplanting. Oh: 

I ought to have remembered that. It was a sin against Ellida 

to take her away from there, and bring her here" to a small in- 
land town from which one can not see the open sea Ellida accli- 
matized to land life Ellida not acclimatized to land life Ellida 
who when given complete freedom to choose between the land and the 
sea between Wangel and Friman Alfred Johnston chooses the former 
and in so doing reaffirms her earlier choice of the land of the 
relative the temporal the known her rejection of the sea of the 
absolute the atemporal the unknown Ellida to Arnholm "I think that 
if only men had from the beginning accustomed themselves to live 
on the sea, or in the sea perhaps, we should be more perfect than 
we are--both better and happier" Arnholm to Ellida "Well, perhaps: 
But it can't be helped. We've once for all entered upon the wrong 
path, and have become land beasts instead of sea beasts. Anyhow, 
I suppose it's too late to make good the mistake now" Ellida to 
Arnholm "Yes, you've spoken a sad truth. And I think men instinct- 
ively feel something of this themselves. And they bear it about 
with them as a secret regret and sorrow. Believe me--herein lies 
the deepest cause for the sadness of men. Yes, believe me, in 
this" sea beasts and land beasts Ellida to Arnholm "When you have 
once become a land-creature you can no longer find your way back 
again to the sea, nor to the sea-life either" The Lady from the 
Sea (1888) of Henrik Ibsen (March 20, 1828-May 23, 1906) accli- 
matization and the relative acclimatization and the absolute ac- 
climatization as a means of survival acclimatization as a rational- 
ization is Ellida notwithstanding Wangel's granting her her freedom 
a free agent is it possible to speak of acclimatization and the 
myth of Sisyphus at the same time to repeatedly roll the stone 

up the hill and to know that one must repeatedly roll the stone 


up the hill is that a question of ouvrir la porte and s'observer 


ouvrir la porte certainly it is not a question of having as 
Arnholm suggests entered upon the wrong path what are the con- 
sequences of choosing to be acclimatized what are the consequences 
of choosing not to be acclimatized pause and think about accli- 
matization and the song of the earth and the history of art. 


(Circle in the Square Theatre: 3-20-76) 





